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LANGUAGE  
 

COMPOUND NOUNS 
 

♣ Compound nouns are words for people, animals, places, things, or ideas, made up of  

 two or more words.  

♣ Most compound nouns are made with nouns that have been modified by adjectives or  

 other nouns. 

 
TYPES OF NOUNS: 

♣ Closed or solid compound nouns: compound nouns which are one word e.g.  

 toothpaste, haircut and bedroom.  

♣ Hyphenated compound nouns: compound nouns which are connected with a  

 hyphen e.g. dry-cleaning, daughter-in-law and well-being. 
♣ Open or spaced compound nouns: compound nouns appear as two separate  

 words e.g. full moon, Christmas tree and swimming pool.  
The following sentences are just a few examples of compound nouns. The compound 

noun examples are written in bold italics. 

 

Compound nouns can be made with two nouns: 

ℵ I love watching fireflies during the summer nights. 

ℵ While you are at the store, please pick up some toothpaste and some egg rolls. 
 

Compound nouns can be made with an adjective and a noun: 

ℵ Let’s watch the full moon come up over the mountain. 

ℵ Please erase the whiteboard. 
 
Compound nouns can be made with a verb and a noun: 

ℵ You must clean the washing machine. 
ℵ Do not let the babies near the swimming pool. 
 

THEME 1 

http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/nouns/
http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/
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COMPLEX NOUNS 
 

A complex noun is a compound noun that is formed when a noun is put together with 

another part of speech. 

 

E.g.  hair (noun) + cut (verb) = haircut 
        sun (noun) + rise (verb) = sunrise 
         
 

Activity 1: Compound and Complex nouns 
 
UNDERLINE THE COMPOUND/COMPLEX NOUNS IN THE SENTENCES BELOW. 
 
1. The butterfly was rare and beautiful. 
2. We hired a babysitter to take care of the children. 
3. The earthquake caused severe damage to the supermarket. 
4. Danny is a part-time worker. 
5. The mother-in-law put the clothes in the washing machine. 
6. The fish tank was emptied into the swimming pool. 
7. Housekeeping must be done on a daily basis at hotels. 
8. The police officer caught the thief red-handed. 
9. I love the brightly-lit room 
10. The children’s handwriting was neat. 
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SUBJECT, PREDICATE AND OBJECT 
 

 In order to have a complete sentence, each sentence must have a subject and a verb.  

 These two parts of speech are the fundamental parts of the subject and predicate that  

 make up a sentence.  

 Every sentence has a subject and a predicate, or it is not considered a complete  

 sentence. 

 

WHAT IS A SUBJECT? 
 A subject is the person or thing that is doing an action, or the person or thing that is  

 the focus of the sentence.  

 Most of the time the subject comes at the beginning of a sentence, in which case, it is  

 very easy to identify.  

 

E.g. Mary likes to run at the park. 
In this case, the person who is doing the action is Mary, therefore, Mary is the subject. 

 

E.g. My brother throws the ball. 
In this case, the person who is doing the action is My brother, therefore, My brother is 

the subject. 

(Note: the Subject can be more than one word) 
 
WHAT IS A PREDICATE? 
 The predicate of the sentence is the part that contains the action.  

 It is the part of the sentence that is not the subject and includes all the descriptions of  

 the action and the objects that are affected by the action.  

 

E.g. Mary likes to run at the park. 
The question you can ask yourself here is, “What does Mary do”?  

The answer, likes to run at the public park, is therefore the predicate.  
The predicate includes the verb in the sentence and the rest of the words in that 

sentence. 
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E.g. My brother throws the ball. 
When you have multiple nouns, the concept is the same.  

The entire sentence that excludes the subject, is the predicate.  

If the sentence has objects, either direct or indirect, they are part of the predicate. 

In this sentence, throws the ball is the predicate. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT IS THE OBJECT? 

∞ The object is the noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb. 

∞ A direct object tells what or whom after an action verb. 

 

E.g. He paints posters. 
Ask yourself whom or what receives the action?  

What did he paint?  
Therefore, ‘posters’ receives the action of painting and becomes the object. 
 
E.g. Jane hit the ball. 
The ball receives the action of hitting.  
Therefore, ball is the object. 
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Activity 2: Subject, Predicate and Object 
 
IN THE SENTENCES BELOW, CIRCLE THE SUBJECT AND UNDERLINE THE 
PREDICATE. 
1. John played the drums at school. 
2. My family went to London for the holiday. 
3. Lions are the most feared animals in the world. 
4. The soup burnt my mouth. 
5. Dark clouds gathered on the horizon 
 
IN THE SENTENCES BELOW, UNDERLINE THE OBJECT. 
6. Tim swept and mopped the floor. 
7. Mark and Sam sailed their boat. 
8. Mandy hid all the coins. 
9. The fire destroyed the house. 
10. Jesse saved the kitten. 
 

FINITE VERBS 
 

♦ A finite verb is a verb that can be used to make a complete sentence. 

♦ It can stand by itself as the main verb in a sentence. 

♦ A finite verb has a subject, tense and number. 

♦ A finite verb can be one word or it may be more than one word. 

E.g. The girl (subject) rode (past tense verb) a (number) horse. 

       The boys (subject) ride (present tense verb) horses (number). 
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Activity 3: Finite Verbs 
 
UNDERLINE THE FINITE VERB IN EACH SENTENCE. 
1. We must always greet our elders. 
2. Sarah performed well on stage. 
3. Some learners forgot their lines while reading. 
4. James received a certificate for eisteddfod. 
5. She promised to complete her work. 
6. Yesterday, I saw a strange man in the neighbourhood. 
7. The president travelled to London for a meeting. 
8. I love eating pizza and pasta. 
9. We swam in the pool for two hours. 
10. Linda gave me a story book for my birthday. 
 

DEGREES OF COMPARISON 
 
Read the following sentences: 
1. John is tall. 
2. Peter is taller than John. 

3. Harry is the tallest of the three. 

 

In sentence 1, the adjective tall merely says something about John’s height.  

In sentence 2, the adjective taller is used to compare John’s height with Peter’s height. 

In sentence 3, the adjective tallest is used to compare Harry’s height with the height of 

John and Peter. 

 

 We have thus seen that adjectives change in form to show comparison.  

 These different forms of the adjective are called the degrees of comparison. 
 In the examples given above, the adjective tall is said to be in the positive degree.  
 The positive degree of an adjective is in its simple form when no comparison is  

 made. 
 The adjective taller is said to be in the comparative degree.  
 The comparative degree of an adjective is used when two things or two sets of  

 things are compared. 
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 The adjective tallest is said to be in the superlative degree. 
 The superlative degree of an adjective is used when more than two things or sets of  

 things are compared. 
 
Look at the information in the blocks, of how changes take place to the adjectives. 
Take note, that some adjectives are irregular and do not follow these rules. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4: Degrees of Comparison 
 
ADD IN THE ADJECTIVES IN THEIR COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE FORM 
 

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE 
1. angry   

2. sweet   

3. exciting   

4. good   

5. thin   

6. modern   

7. little   

8. hungry   

9. bad   

10. big   
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TENSES 
 

 Verbs come in three tenses: past, present, and future.  

 The past is used to describe things that have already happened (e.g.  

 yesterday, last week, three years ago).  

 The present tense is used to describe things that are happening right now) 

 The future tense describes things that have yet to happen (e.g. later,  

 tomorrow, next week, next year, three years from now). 

E.g.  Daniel played basketball yesterday – past tense 
 Daniel will play basketball tomorrow – future tense 

 Daniel plays basketball everyday – present tense 

 
Activity 5: Simple Tenses 

 
COMPLETE EACH SENTENCE IN EITHER SIMPLE PAST, PRESENT OR FUTURE 
TENSE. CHOOSE FROM THE OPTIONS GIVEN BELOW. 
 
1. My father ___________ for a brisk walk every evening. 
go  
goes 
is going 
 
2. Jamie __________ all his maths problems. 
solved 
have solved 
have solving 
 
3. The councillors __________ the Minister of Education last week. 
meet 
have met 
met 
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4. Samantha ____________ go to the dentist next week. 
will  
would  
will be coming 
 
5. The teacher ___________ the lazy boy for sleeping in class. 
scolds 
scold  
scolding 
 

SENTENCES 
 

TYPES OF SENTENCES 
 
Simple Sentence: a sentence that has only one clause.  

 

Compound Sentence: a sentence with two or more clauses joined by a coordinating      

                                      conjunction.  

Coordinating Conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.  

 

Complex Sentence: two or more clauses joined with a subordinating conjunction.  

Subordinating Conjunctions: as, because, although, since, before, when, once, if, that, 

whatever, whenever, during, until, unless, wherever, 

whether, while, as if, even if. 

 

Compound-Complex: three or more clauses joined by coordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions.  
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Activity 6: Types of Sentences 
 

STATE IF THE SENTENCES BELOW ARE SIMPLE, COMPOUND OR COMPLEX. 
LOOK AT THE CONJUNCTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN USED IN EACH SENTENCE. 
 

1.  “Vampires Dairies” is my favourite television show, but I also love “True Blood”.  
2.  The student wiped the whiteboard that had last week’s notes.  
3.  The trendy fashion designer released her new line on Wednesday.  
4.  I'm going to take a nap when I get home from school,  
5.  Regina cast a spell on the entire city, so the citizens decided to rebel.   
6.  Being alone can be scary unless you keep yourself busy. 
7.  Keith, Carrie, and Kyle bought donuts and ate them down by the river. 
8.  Crossing the street is dangerous if you don't look both ways before you cross.  
9.  Trina and Harold went to Paris to celebrate their anniversary.   
 

4 KINDS OF SENTENCES 
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ANTONYMS 
 

 

An antonym is a word opposite in meaning to another. 
 

Activity 7: Antonyms 
 

CHOOSE AN ANTONYM FROM THE BLOCK BELOW AND REPLACE IT WITH THE 
UNDERLINED WORD IN EACH SENTENCE. 
 
 
 
 
 
1.    Our teacher was sad in the morning.  
2.    The dry surface was good to play the game on.  
3.    I looked down the stairs.  
4.    The weather in the morning was cold.  
5.    I looked under the table for the lost baseball. 
6.    The short basketball player ran very fast.  
7.    I arrived late to class.  
8.    None of the players were prepared to play the game.  
9.    The small cloud hovered over us.  
10.  I took a shower after I played my basketball game. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hot  large  above  up  happy 
 

all  early  before wet  slow 
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SYNONYMS 
 

A synonym is a word that has a similar meaning as another word. 
 

Activity 8: Synonyms 
 

CHOOSE A SYNONYM FROM THE BLOCK BELOW AND REPLACE IT WITH THE 
UNDERLINED WORD IN EACH SENTENCE. 
 

 

 

 

 

1. The man was upset that he didn’t finish the race.  
2. Her parents are wealthy because they live in a big mansion.  
3. The money was secure in the bank.  
4. She was courteous to the man who bought her a gift.  
5. I was happy that I passed my test. 
6. The building was very tall.  
7. The ancient artefacts were on display at the museum.  
8. The modern building was just constructed this year.  
9. The investigator was very clever in solving the crime.  
10.  The old house was empty for many years. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

high  old  new  polite  glad 
 

safe  intelligent  rich  vacant mad 
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EMOTIVE LANGUAGE 
 

 Emotive language is language that is used to stimulate or provoke emotions or  

 feelings in the reader. 

 Many novels use emotive language because they want the reader to feel the emotions  

 that the characters are feeling. 

 This helps the reader to become involved in the story and to know what is happening.  

 The intention is to get a reaction from the audience. 

 A writer might do this by using certain words and by writing descriptions of characters,   

 to make their emotions seem real.  

 Different words can be used to cause different reactions in the audience. 

 Good writers show what a character is feeling through their thoughts and actions,  

 rather than by just telling us. 

 

E.g. Instead of saying: The boy was sad. 
They will say: The boy’s eyes filled with tears. 
 

E.g. Put that in the recycle bin. 

This sentence is not emotive. It is a command, but it does not cause an emotional 

reaction. 

Instead: You should recycle because it saves the planet. 

This sentence is emotive. 

It suggests an action that elicits an emotional response.  

Don’t you want to save the planet?  

How could you choose to not recycle since it saves the planet? 

The emotive response causes a reaction or a response. 

 

 Emotive language is not reserved for literature either.  

 It is used in everyday interactions as well. 

 Often, news headlines use emotive language to hook the audience. 
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Here are a few examples. 
 An innocent bystander was murdered in cold blood in Johannesburg. 
 The words “innocent” and “murdered” and the phrase “in cold blood” are the uses  

 of emotive language in this sentence. 

 

 The defenceless victims were attacked at night. 
 The phrases “defenceless victims”, “at night” and the word “attacked” are the  

 uses of emotive language in this sentence. 

 

 In each example the emotive words do not need to be used to communicate a fact.  

 However, this diction creates an emotional response in the audience. 

 Consequently, emotive language can cause an audience to take action or to argue  

 with the speaker. 

 Emotive language should not be overused.  

 Furthermore, it should be used when there is a purpose the speaker wishes to  

 achieve.  

 Using emotive language effectively can be very beneficial to a speaker. 

 
Example of emotive language:  
 

Nelson Mandela’s Speech at the Rivonia Trial. 
During what is now known as the Rivonia Trial in 1964, Nelson Mandela was faced with a 

possible death sentence for the number of crimes he had committed. He read a speech 

from a piece of paper until he got to this part below. He put his piece of paper down and 

looked straight into the eyes of the judge, Justice De Wet and said: 
 

During my lifetime, I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. 
I have fought against White domination and I have fought against Black domination. 
I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live 

together in harmony and with equal opportunities. 
It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for 

which I am prepared to die. 
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Activity 9: Emotive language 
 

1. Which words make this an emotive speech?  
2. What are your feelings after reading this extract? 
3. What is the ideal that Mandela stands for? 
4. Which particular words show that he is totally committed to his cause? 
5. Explain what emotive language means. Has Mandela achieved this in his  
 speech? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITERAL AND FIGURATIVE MEANING 

 
Literal language is used to mean exactly what is written. It is the dictionary meaning of 

the words that are used. This is referred to as denotation. 
For example: “It was raining heavily, so I took the bus home.”  

In this example of literal language, the writer means to explain exactly what is written: that 

he or she chose to take the bus home because of the heavy rain.  

Figurative language is used to mean something other than what is written, something 

symbolic, suggested, or implied. This is referred to as connotation. Poets often used 

figurative language to give multiple possible meanings to their poems. 

For example: It was raining cats and dogs, so I rode the bus. 
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In this example of figurative language, cats and dogs were really not falling from rain 

clouds, instead, the rain felt so heavy and large that it was almost as if small animals were 

falling from the sky! 

 
Activity 10: Literal and Figurative language 

 

STATE OF THE SENTENCES BELOW, HAVE A LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE MEANING. 
1. They sky is pale blue with a few clouds. 
2. The sky is full of dancing stars. 
3. I’m so hungry, I could eat a horse. 
4. Tom’s mouth is a vacuum machine. 
5. I was so hungry, that I ate all the food on my plate. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUNCTUATION 
 

 Punctuation  marks make any written text easier to read and understand.   

 Without punctuation, writing would not make sense. 
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FULL STOP 

 
Used to end a sentence. 

Example 
  He went to town. 

Used after an abbreviation 
Example 

President = Pres. 
 
 
 

QUESTION MARK 
 

Appears at the end of a question. 
Example 

Who left the gate open? 

Where did you hide the ring? 

Did you eat? 
 
 

 
NB:  ANY OF THE ABOVE THREE PUNCTUATION MARKS CAN BE USED TO END A SENTENCE. 
 
 

 
EXCLAMATION MARK 

 
Appears at the end of an exclamation, i.e. a sentence that shows strong emotions 

or feelings. 
Example 

Help! 
Don’t run! 

Stop! 

? ? 

! ! 
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CAPITAL LETTER 

 
Sentences always begin with a capital letter. 

Example 
They went across the road to buy ice-cream. 

Proper nouns must be written in capital letter. 
Example 

Mike, America, Master Street, Boksburg, etc. 
Main words in titles must appear in capital letters. 

Example 
The Lord of the Flies. 

The first word in Direct Speech must also be in capital letter if it is the start of the 
spoken sentence. 

Example 
She said, “Must we always agree with her?” 

Used in the personal pronoun. 
Example 

I returned the bag. 

Should I go on the road trip? 

(Whether used at the beginning or middle of a sentence,  
the personal pronoun I must always be a capital.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB AB 
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COMMA 

 
Used to separate items on a list. 

Example 
Dad bought pens, books, erasers and glue. 

(there is no comma before and) 
Shows additional information. 

Example 
Ronaldo, the famous soccer player, scored the winning goal. 

(brackets or dashes can also be used to show additional informational) 
Placed before and after certain conjunctions. 

Example 
He went to town, but forgot to buy his shoes. 

Example:  Nevertheless, she will make up for her mistake. 

Used after introductory words in direct speech. 
Example 

Bill said, “I will meet her.” 

Joanne asked, “Can I come with?” 

Used to separate repeated words in a sentence. 
Example 

Whatever you want to say, say it now. 
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SEMI-COLON 

 
Indicates a long pause (shorter than a full stop and longer than a comma). 

Example 
Paul reached a decision; he will not run away from home. 

Used to show two opposite/related ideas. 
Example 

Paul was lonely; eventually he made friends. 

May be replaced by a full stop or a conjunction (and, but, so, for, although). 
Example 

She studied hard for her exam; she had nothing to fear. 

Or 
She studied hard for her exam and had nothing to fear. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
COLON 

 
Introduces a list of items. 

Example 
The following are harmful to our planet: pollution, poaching and global warming. 

Introduces a quotation. 

Example 
Nelson Mandela said:  “It was a long walk to freedom.” 

Used in script writing (dialogue or plays). 
A colon follows the speaker. 

Jason: Where did you go? 

Ben:  I went to look for the boat. 
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BRACKETS 

(PARENTHESIS) 
 

Used to show additional information in a sentence. 
Example 

The three men (who were brothers) went to the rugby match. 

 

Commas or dashes can be used instead of brackets. 
Example 

The old man, who lived on the island, came to visit us. 

The tennis match – which was played on Tuesday – was won by Sally Williams. 

 

 
 
 

 
INVERTED COMMAS 

(QUOTATION MARKS/SPEECH MARKS) 
 

Used to indicate Direct Speech, i.e. the actual spoken words. 
A comma must appear before opening the inverted commas. 

The final punctuation mark must appear before closing with inverted commas. 
Example 

Mrs Roberts said, “There is no homework for today.” 
To quote from a play, story, poem or speech. 

Example 
William Shakespeare said, “All the world is a stage.” 

To show titles. 
Example 

Mark Twain’s novel is called, “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer”. 
(Here, the full stop appears after the final inverted commas because this is not a 

quote or direct speech). 
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ELLIPSES 
 

The three ellipses dots indicate that a sentence is incomplete  
or that something has been omitted. 

 
Example 

He walked to the edge of the cliff and … 

Example 
You’d better give back my money or else… 

 
HYPHEN 

 
Links two words to form compound words. 

Example 
ice-cream, well-deserved, etc. 

Links prefixes to words. 
Example 

pre-school, bi-annual, non-toxic, semi-circle, etc. 

Used if a prefix ends in a vowel and the word joined to the prefix, begins with 
the same vowel. 

Example 
re-examine, co-operate, etc. 

Words that cannot be completed on one line, are linked to the next line with the 
hyphen. 

(NB: The hyphen must be used at a syllable break) 
Example 

The kids were always full of de- 
lightful surprises. 

Example 
The party con- 

tinued until midnight and then every- 
body went home. 

- - 
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DASH 
The dash and the hyphen look the same,  

but have different functions 

 
Separates parts of a sentence and forces us to pause. 

Example 
There is more to school than just learning – friendships are also to be learned along the 

way. 

In order to give additional information, the dash serves the same purpose as the 
comma or brackets. 

Example 
Next week we are going to Cape Town – the friendly city. 

Separates a comment or afterthought from the rest of the sentence. 
Example 

We looked for the dark shadow and it was not to be seen – or so we thought! 

 
Creates a dramatic pause, leading to a climax or anti-climax. 

Example 
I ran to the window, looked out and saw – the cat! 

 
Activity 11: Punctuation 

 

Rewrite the following sentences adding any punctuation marks needed. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Are john mark and katlego coming today 

2. Look out  

3. Jack could not believe that south Africa lost the cricket match 

4. Are you sure that you want to say your speech today 

5. Njabulo, the fastest runner in school broke the record 

6. Black panther was a movie filled with suspense action and revenge 

- - 
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WRITING 
 

Narrative Essay: 
• When you write a narrative essay, you are telling a story.  

• Narrative essays should therefore be written in the past tense because you relate or  

 write about a story/event that has already happened/taken place. 

• Often, sensory details are provided to get the reader involved in the elements and  

 sequence of the story.  

• Write in the first person. Since it's your story, use "I" in your sentences. 
 

Activity 12:  Narrative Paragraph 
 

Write a paragraph of 8 sentences. In each sentence, highlight the past 
tense verb that you have used.  
Topics:  
1. My day at the beach. 

2. My day at the Valentine’s dance. 

3. My day at my friend’s house. 

 

 

NOVEL 
 

BILLION DOLLAR SOCCER BALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING AND VIEWING 
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The Billion Dollar Soccer Ball by Michael Williams 
First published in South Africa as The Billion Dollar Soccer Ball, Now Is the Time For 

Running is a novel about the courage, bravery, despair and hope that are required by 

ordinary, everyday adults and children in the face of xenophobia (the fear of people 
from another country). This is a compelling story about two brothers, Deo (14 years) 
and Innocent (24 years). 
Deo and his brother Innocent live in a village in Zimbabwe.  One day when they are 

outside in their village playing soccer, trucks with soldiers aboard arrive armed with 

guns.  An ordinary day that started with soccer games with friends ends with tragedy and 

carnage. Deo and Innocent are the only surviving members of their village. Everyone else 

has been murdered by the soldiers. The brothers must secretly leave the village and try to 

find safety elsewhere. The brothers manage to escape only after Innocent convinces Deo 

to go back and retrieve his "Bix box" that contains all his prized possessions. Deo has his 

soccer ball which is stuffed with money. 
 

Deo and Innocent must make their way to South Africa where they can work, go back to 

school, and find their father. The only clue they have to his whereabouts is a crumpled 

picture of him standing in front of a truck with a phone number on it. 

As they make their way towards South Africa and freedom, Deo and Innocent have many 

harrowing experiences and they encounter some less than scrupulous characters. 

Eventually, they do escape and arrive in South Africa where they find work at the 
Flying Tomato farm. They are given a place to live, food to eat, and wages for their 

work. They also encounter a new threat and that comes from the South African residents 

who resent the influx of illegal immigrants who are willing to work for low wages. Deo and 

Innocent soon come to the realization that they are working for unfair wages and the 

resentment born by the South Africans is palpable. 

They are led astray by one of their fellow farmworkers and left penniless and lost. No job, 

no money, no food. Deo ends up living on the streets. He becomes one of the glue-sniffing 

street kids in South Africa. Deo is playing soccer in a drug-induced fog one day but a scout 

recognizes his talent and skill. The scout approaches Deo and tells him about a soccer 

team made up of kids from the streets of Cape Town, Johannesburg, and other cities in 

South Africa. The kids are taken off the street, given a place to live and food to eat. They 

are also trained as members of soccer teams which will compete for the World Cup of 
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street soccer. This opportunity proves to be life changing for Deo. He is able to regain his 

strength and sense of purpose. 

The struggle and journey that Deo and Innocent endure is wrenching and 

dramatic. Although fictionalized in this book, young men trying to survive against harrowing 

conditions is played out all over the continent of Africa in real life. Backed by a story that is 

profound and compelling, the voice of Deo is not one that will be forgotten soon. 

 

This fictional story (based on interviews with African refugees) will tug at the hearts and 

minds of most teenagers, youth workers and many other adults.   

 

The Billion Dollar Soccer Ball is set in Zimbabwe. What do you know about Zimbabwe? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is the current president of Zimbabwe?  
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Character Sketches 

What are character sketches? 

A character sketch is NOT A DRAWING! 

A character sketch is a written description of a character’s personality and traits. Use the 

things a character says and the way that they behave to assist in drawing conclusions of 

their personality.  

 

As you read the novel, you must be able to: 
• Write a short summary of every chapter that you read so that you can recall  
 information easily. 

• write a character sketch for every character in the book 
 

Questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part one 
1. How does Grandpa Long drop feel about the soldiers at first? Why? (2) 

2. Why do you think the soldiers came to this particular village? (1) 

3. How did Deo and Innocent escape the killing? (3) 

4. Why does Deo have to lie to Innocent about what has happened to their 

mother and their grandfather? 

 

(2) 

5. How does Deo stop the Green Bombas from taking Innocent away with them 

in Bikita? 

 

(3) 

6. Why does Deo start calling his ball his ‘billion dollar’ soccer ball? (1) 

7. What were the main dangers Deo and Innocent had to overcome whilst 

travelling from South Africa to Zimbabwe? 

 

(3) 

8. What is a democracy? How do we know the followers of Zed have no 

understanding of or respect of a democracy? 

 

(3) 
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Narration 

This story is written in the first person, with Deo narrating the story. 

1. How does this affect the way we understand and relate to the story? (2) 

Part two 
1. Why were the local villagers upset with the refugees who worked on the 

tomato farm? 

 

  (2) 

2. Why do you think Philani helped Deo and Innocent leave the farm?   (2) 

3. Who lives in the bridge? What are their names, where do they come from, 

and what do they do? 

 

(12) 

4. Why did Deo go to Alexandra and leave Innocent at the bridge?   (2) 

5. How did Deo know that Innocent would be at the bridge after he lost him?   (1) 

6. Why do you think the local people attacked refugees? How do you feel 

about how they handled the situation? 

 

  (3) 

   

 

Part three 
1. What kind of life has Deo been leading for the past 18 months? (3) 

2. Why is Deo tempted to run away at the end of chapter 23? (2) 

3. When Salie gets the team to tell their stories, how do things change? Why 

do you think this happens? 

 

(3) 

4. What did Innocent keep in his Bix-box? Explain the significance of each 

item. 

(18) 

5. When T-Jay is interviewed by CNN, how has his attitude changed towards 

refugees 

 

(2) 

6. Keelan said to Deo, “But this is yours... this is what you brought here.” She 

was referring to the soccer ball. Explain what she means. 

 

(2) 

7. Draw up an advert to create awareness and raise funds for the 2017 Street 

Soccer World Cup. 

 

(10) 
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Themes 

The major theme in this novel is Prejudice: How people make judgements about others 

without having a clear understanding of them beforehand.  

Prejudice against refugees is called xenophobia. 

2. What prejudice does Deo meet: 

* at the tomato farm? 

* in Alexandra? 

* in Cape Town? 

 
 
 
 
      
(9) 

 

Happy Endings 

3. Why do you think the writer chose to end the story before the final game 

finishes? 

 
(2) 
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Chapter:    

Title:  

  

Setting:  

  

 

Characters That Appear in the Chapter: 

     

     

     

 

Chapter Summary: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Words You Learned: 

(1)  Word:  

 Meaning:  

(2) Word:  

 Meaning:  
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SKIMMING AND SCANNING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 13:  Skimming and Scanning 
 

USING THE SKIMMING AND SCANNING METHOD, FIND THE ANSWERS TO THE 
QUESTIONS LISTED BELOW.  
 
1. What is the setting of the story? 
2. Name the first character in this story. 
3. What did the farmer take out from the cave? 
4. Who did the lizard share his secret with? 
5. Was the tortoise greedy? How do you know this? 
6. Who caught the tortoise in the cave? 
7. What was lizard doing at home? 
8. What reason did lizard give for not entering the cave? 
9. How did tortoise’s shell break? 
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LIZARD AND TORTOISE 
 

Once upon a time, there was famine in the land of the animals. One day, the lizard was 

passing by a farm when he saw the farmer approach a rock. The lizard hid and watched as 

the farmer rolled the rock away to reveal the entrance into a cave. The farmer went inside 

and came out a few minutes later with a handful of yams and rolled the rock back into its 

place. The lizard waited for the farmer to leave then he too rolled away the rock and went 

into the cave. Inside the cave were several stacks of yams. The lizard took out a yam, and 

rolled the rock back into its place. Every day, the lizard would return to the cave to take a 

yam and would go home to eat it.  

 

One day, as the lizard was carrying his yam home, he came across the tortoise, who 

asked him where he had gotten his yam. He offered to share his secret, on the condition 

that the tortoise told no one. The tortoise promised to keep the secret, so the lizard told the 

tortoise to meet him the following morning and he would take him to the secret cave. Early 

the next morning, before the very first rooster crowed, the lizard and the tortoise went to 

the secret cave. When they got there, the lizard rolled the rock away to reveal the entrance 

to the cave. The tortoise, who was a very greedy fellow, could not believe his eyes, for 

there were more yams in there than even he could eat. 

 

The lizard picked a yam and started on his way home, but the tortoise was not done yet. 

He was going to carry as many yams as he could and maybe even more. Very soon, the 

farmer came and found the tortoise, who was still busy collecting yams. By this time, the 

lizard was home, had eaten his yam and was taking a nap. The farmer grabbed the 

tortoise and asked him how he came to be in the cave. The tortoise confessed that the 

lizard had brought him there.  So, the farmer took tortoise to the lizard’s house. There they 

found lizard lying on his back. The farmer asked lizard if it was he who had brought 

tortoise to his cave. The lizard was shocked and said it was not possible as he had been 

feeling unwell and had been lying on his back all day. The farmer grabbed the tortoise and 

threw him against the wall and the tortoise lay on the floor with a broken shell. The tortoise 

cried out to the insects of the forest, who helped him pick up and glue the pieces of his 

shell together. And that was how the tortoise ended up with a broken shell. 
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LISTENING AND SPEAKING 
 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

 
Listening comprehension is more than simply hearing what is being said.  

It involves: 

ℵ the ability to take in information from what is bring read. 

ℵ the ability to respond to instructions/questions i.e. being able to answer  
 questions based on the passage. 

ℵ the ability to share ideas, thoughts and opinions i.e. being able to respond  
 verbally to questions that are asked. 

 

• It is important for a child to give their full attention to what is being read.  

• Children must look at you when they listen to maintain focus throughout the read. 

• Their full attention is important, and this gets them into the habit of giving their full  

 attention to what is being said. 

 

5 TIPS TO DEVELOP EFFECTIVE LISTENING SKILLS 
Step 1:  Face the speaker and maintain eye-contact. 

Step 2:  Be attentive, but relaxed. 

Step 3:  Listen to the words and try to picture what the speaker is saying. 

Step 4:  Don't interrupt. Ask questions only to ensure understanding. 

Step 5:  Try to feel what the speaker is feeling. 
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Activity 14:  Listening comprehension - Informal 
  

The text below will be read twice to the learners. Learners are not allowed to take down 

any notes as this is a focused listening activity. They will however, have the questions with 

them all the time so that they make reference to what information they need to listen out 

for. 

The Red Kangaroo 
What Australian mammal can leap 25 feet in one hop, stand as tall as a six-foot person 

and weighs 200 pounds. It is the red kangaroo and is known as the world’s largest 

marsupial. 

 

What is a marsupial? It is a mammal where the mother has a pouch for carrying, feeding 

and protecting her young. While a red kangaroo may be the largest marsupial, the new-

born baby is tiny, under an inch long. After a few months of sleeping and growing in 

mother’s stomach pouch, the young kangaroo, called a joey, begins to come out. But it 

hurries back to the pouch when frightened, hungry or cold. Eventually, the joey gets so big 

it hangs out of the pouch. Then, at eight months old, it stays out, but the joey remains 

close to its mom until it is ready to live on its own.  

 

Red kangaroos are good swimmers. However, they are best known for their hopping 

abilities. Their long, powerful hind legs have big feet. Hopping moves them quickly over 

their grassy and desert habitats. Meanwhile, a thick tail helps them balance and steer. 

 

What do red kangaroos eat? They eat grass, leaves and other vegetation. The red 

kangaroo’s vegetarian diet provides much of its water. It can also go long periods without 

drinking anything. Staying in the shade, panting and limiting most activity to night time 

helps the red kangaroo conserve water and stay cool. 

 

Red kangaroos travel together in groups called mobs. Mobs include both males and 

females, with one male being dominant. Males show their dominance by “boxing” with 

other males. They balance on their tails and try pushing each other off balance with their 

forearms or by kicking their hind legs. This kicking ability, along with their sharp claws, can 

also be used by kangaroos to defend against Australia’s wild dog, the dingo. 
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Questions: 
1. Which animal is known as the world’s largest marsupial? 
2. What is a marsupial? 
3. Give the name of a young kangaroo. 
4. When would the young kangaroo hurry back into its mother’s pouch? 
5. What do these kangaroos have to help them with hopping? 
6. Which part of their body is used for balancing? 
7. What do kangaroos eat? 
8. How do kangaroos conserve water and stay cool? 
9. What name is given to kangaroos who travel together? 
10. How do kangaroos defend themselves from the dingo? 
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LANGUAGE 
 

PROPER NOUNS 
 

♦ Proper nouns have two distinct features:  

♦ They name specific one-of-a-kind items, and they begin with capital letters, no matter  

 where they occur within a sentence.  

 

Activity 15:  Proper nouns 
 

UNDERLINE THE PROPER NOUN IN EACH SENTENCE 
1. The boy threw the ball to his dog, Wilson. 
2. “Jumanji” was an awesome movie! 
3. We are going to New Zealand for the next holiday. 
4. My second grade teacher was Mrs. Gilbert. 
5. We went to Smith’s Furniture and bought a new couch to replace our old one. 
6. Do you think “The Dolphins” will win the game? 
7. James is flying first-class on Emirate Airlines. 
8. “Dork Diaries” is my favourite book to read. 
9. My best friend Jenna, moved to Israel. 
10. When “The Titanic” sank, many people lost their lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEME 2 
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PLURAL NOUNS 
 

♣ Plural nouns are words used to indicate that there is more than one person, animal,  

 place, thing, or idea.  

♣ A plural noun is a word that indicates that there is more than one person, animal  

 place, thing, or idea.  

♣ When you talk about more than one of anything, you’re using plural nouns.  

♣ When you write about more than one of anything, you usually use the same word,  

 simply adding an s, es, or ies to the end. Refer to changes in the block below. 

♣ There are a few exceptions to this rule, but not many e.g. 1 mouse = many mice not  

 many mouses. 

♣ The difference between singular and plural nouns is easy to spot.  

♣ When a noun indicates one only, it is a singular noun.  

♣ When a noun indicates more than one, it is plural. 
 
Singular Noun Examples 
1. The boy had a baseball in his hand. 

2. Your mom is going to be upset about that broken lamp. 

 

Plural Noun Examples 

1. Those cats were chasing one another in and out of those boxes. 

2. Our moms are going to be upset that we stayed out all night going to parties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/nouns/
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Activity 16:  Plural nouns 
 

WRITE THE PLURAL FORM FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS: 
1. goose 
2. country 
3. wolf 
4. mouse 
5. wish 
6. mango 
7. sheep 
8. thief 
9. orange 
10. bus 
 

GENDER 
 

Masculine: words denoting male 
Feminine: words denoting female 
 
Gender for people: 

MASCULINE FEMININE 

actor actress 

bachelor spinster 

boy girl 

bridegroom bride 

brother sister 

conductor conductress 

count countess 

dad mum 



42 

  

GM 2018 

Gender for animals: 

ANIMAL MASCULINE FEMININE 

rabbit buck doe 

horse stallion mare 

sheep ram ewe 

pig boar sow 

chicken rooster hen 

duck drake duck 

cattle bull cow 

goose gander goose 

fox fox vixen 

tiger tiger tigress 

lion lion lioness 

 
Activity 17:  Gender 

 
WRITE THE GENDER OPPOSITE FOR PEOPLE 
1. widow 
2. waitress 
3. host 
4. hero 
5. madam 
 
WRITE THE MASCULINE FOR THESE ANIMALS: 
6. tigress 
7. cow 
8. goose 
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WRITE THE FEMININE FOR THESE ANIMALS: 
9. lion 
10. ram 
 

DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVES AND PRONOUNS 
 

Do not confuse demonstrative pronouns with demonstrative adjectives. They are identical, 

but a demonstrative pronoun stands alone, while a demonstrative adjective qualifies a 

noun. 

That smells. (Demonstrative pronoun) 

That book is good. (Demonstrative adjective + noun) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 18:  Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns 
 

UNDERLINE THE DEMONSTRATIVE WORD AND STATE IF IT IS A DEMONSTRATIVE 
ADJECTIVE OR NOUN. 
1. That is a beautiful house. 
2. This shirt today is too big for me. 
3. Those dresses were bought yesterday. 
4. These letters have no address. 
5. This is a small shop. 
6. That bird is extinct in South Africa. 
7. Those flowers are colourful. 
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8. Linda’s hair is gorgeous. 
9. This glass is breakable. 
10. These do not belong in the fridge. 
 

DIRECT SPEECH 
 

 Direct speech quotes exactly what someone says. 
 What a person says/said, is given within quotation marks “…” 
 You have to give the exact words of the person. 
 E.g. Sarah says, “I love strawberries!” 
 E.g. “I bought a new dress,” said Jane. 

♦ Add a comma after the introductory verb e.g. says, or said,  

♦ If the person speaking, appears at the end of the sentence, then the comma  
 must be placed before the closing inverted comma e.g. “I need …,” said Jane. 

♦ Quotation marks must be used to open and close the speech (“…”) 

♦ A capital letter must begin the direct speech. 

♦ A full stop, or exclamation mark or question mark must end the sentence (./!/?)  
 In direct speech, each new speaker must begin on a new line. 
 

INDIRECT SPEECH 
 

♣ Indirect speech is when you report what a person has said. 

♣ Many changes occur when we convert direct speech into indirect speech. 

♣ The changes are as follows: 

 Remove the comma and add the word that. 
 Take away all quotation marks. 
 Change all pronouns. 

 Check your tense. 
 Add the word if or whether to questions. 

 Keep present tense sentences in present tense e.g. says 

 

E.g.  Anna says, “I love the smell of roses.” 

        Anna says that she loves the smell of roses. 
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 All sentences with the word said, will move one stage back in tense. 

E.g.  Joe said, “I am feeling tired.” 

        Joe said that he was feeling tired. 

 

Activity 19:  Direct Speech 
 

CHANGE THE DIRECT SPEECH SENTENCES TO INDIRECT/REPORTED SPEECH 
 
1. Philip said, “I am going to the cinema.” 
2. Sandra says, “I am going to study for my test.” 
3. Polly asked, “Do you want to help me?”   
4. “Are you tired?” asked Taryn. 
5. “Benny forgot his book at home,” said Katlego. 
6. “I can beat you in any game,” says Linda. 
 

 

Additional notes for Reported Speech (Indirect Speech) 

Direct speech versus Reported speech: 
 

Direct speech  Reported speech  

She says, "I like tuna fish." She says that she likes tuna fish.  

She said, "I am visiting Paris next 

weekend" 

She said that she was visiting Paris the 

following weekend.  

 

 

Pronouns 
In reported speech, you often have to change the pronoun depending on who says what. 

Example: 
She says, “My dad likes roast chicken.”  

She says that her dad likes roast chicken. 
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Tenses 
• If the sentence starts in the present, it remains the same. 

• If the sentence starts in the past, there is often a backshift of tenses in reported 

speech. 

Direct speech Reported speech 

He says, “I write poems.” He says that he writes poems. 

He said, “I write poems.” He said that he wrote poems. 

 
Examples of the main changes in tense:  
 

Direct Speech Reported Speech 

Simple Present 
She said, "I am happy."  

She says, “I am happy.” 

 
She said that she was happy. 

She says that she is happy. 

Present Progressive 

He said, "I am looking for my keys."  

He says, “I am looking for my keys.” 

 

He said that he was looking for his keys. 

He says that he is looking for his keys. 

Simple Past 
Mary said, "I visited New York last year."  

John says, “I visit New York every year.” 

 

Mary said that she had visited New York 

the previous year.  
John says that he visits New York every 

year. 

 
Place and time expressions 
 

Direct Speech Reported Speech 

Time Expressions  

today that day 
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now then 

yesterday the day before 

last week the week before 

next year the following year 

tomorrow the next day/following day 

here there 

 

 

PUNCTUATION 
 

Colon: Introduces a list. 
Example: 
The following are harmful to our planet: pollution, poaching and global warming. 

 

Semi-colon: Used to separate two closely related independent clauses. 
Example: 
Paul was lonely; eventually he made friends. 

 

Activity 20:  Colon and Semi-colon 
 

INSERT THE COLON IN THE SENTENCES BELOW. 
1. The bookstore has these textbooks in store Art, English and History. 

2. David has the following ingredients sugar, water, milk, and eggs.  

3. The school play includes three types of dances hip-hop, modern and  

 kwaito. 

4. Desmond invited the following people to his party Rob, Ally, Peter and  

 Hannah. 

5. There are four seasons Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. 
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INSERT THE SEMI-COLON IN THE SENTENCES BELOW. 
6. You tried your best second place is still good enough. 

7. I like chocolate I do not like dark chocolate. 

8. Winter storm conditions have made travel impossible the roads are completely  

 covered in snow and ice. 

9. Low fat dairy products are highly nutritious snacks; skim milk and light cheese contain  

 calcium and vitamin D, but very little fat. 

 

 

WRITING AND PRESENTING 
 

ADVERTISING 
 

The AIDA Principal is used in Advertising: 
 

A - Attention - the advert must get the reader’s attention by using bold 

writing/colour/attractive words/slogans/logos/pictures/etc. 

 

I - Interest - the advert must create an interest in the reader, to want to read/know more. 

 

D - Desire - the poster must create a desire for the reader to go and buy the product or it 

must appeal to their emotions (depends on the type of advertisement) 

 

A - Action - after reading the advert, the reader takes action, by either buying the product 

or taking action against something. 
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Advertisements 
To captivate the audience, consider the following: 

 
Desire 

The product needs to look desirable. You need to make the reader want to go out  

and buy/use the product/service. 

 

Target market 
Who is likely to buy your product? 

 

Positioning 
Where and when your advertisement will be shown to the public-in what media,  

at what time and where in the programme or magazine 

 

Appeal 
To what sense is the advertisement appealing to? 

 

The layout 
Which words would you emphasize by changing the font size? 

 

The attitude 
Is this advert sincere or not? 

 

Colour 
Is it a bright and cheerful advert or is it dull? 

 

Language 
Clichéd, repetitive, figurative, rhetorical, humorous, etc. 

 

Format 
Have you included: Product/service brand name, a catchy slogan, graphics, logo 

 
 



50 

  

GM 2018 

Activity 21:  AIDA Principle 
 

Look at the 2 advertisements below, and write down how the AIDA Principle has 
been used. 
 
Advert 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advert 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DESIGN A POSTER USING THE AIDA PRINCIPLE AS WELL AS ALL THE FEATURES 
USED IN ADVERTISING. FOLLOW THE WRITING PROCESS. 
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LANGUAGE 
 

PREPOSITIONS 
 

℘ A preposition is a word used to link nouns, pronouns, or phrases to other words  

 within a sentence.  

℘ Prepositions are usually short words, and they are normally placed directly in front of  

 nouns.  

 

Examples: 
1. I prefer to read in the library. 

2. He climbed up the ladder to get into the attic. 

3. Please sign your name on the dotted line after you read the contract. 

4. Go down the stairs and through the door. 

5. He swam across the pool. 

6. Take your brother with you. 

 
TYPES OF PREPOSITIONS 
Prepositions show the relationships between things usually in terms of place, time and 

movement. 

 
Prepositions of movement: show motion or movement to or from a place. 

Examples: down, along, out of, through, up, over, under, etc. 

 

Prepositions of place: show where one thing is in relation to another - position. 

Examples: under, on top of, next to, behind, in, etc. 

 

Prepositions of time: show when something takes place. 

Examples: at, on, in, during, since, next, etc. 

 

 

THEME 3 

http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/nouns/
http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/pronouns-2/
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Activity 22:  Prepositions 
 

CIRCLE THE PREPOISTION IN EACH SENTENCE 
1.   We walked up the stairs. 
2.   My mom took a walk around the block. 
3.   I looked under my bed. 
4.   My friend jumped over the bushes. 
5.   The pen fell between our desks. 
6.   I walked to the store. 
7.   We walked aboard the ship. 
8.   She walked toward the teacher. 
9.   I leaned against the wall. 
10. I looked across the room. 
 

NUMERICAL ADJECTIVES 
 

 Adjectives are those words which describe nouns or pronouns.  

 Numerical Adjectives are also known as Adjectives of numbers.  

 They are used to denote the number of nouns or the order in which they stand.  

Example: One, two, five, ten, first, second, third, tenth, twelfth, last, all, some, few, each, 

most, many, no, several, etc. 

 

Read the given paragraph and understand the use of Numerical Adjectives. 
A few of my friends and I collected mangoes from the orchard and put them into three 

baskets. Then, we carried the baskets to the market. We waited there for one hour for the 

customers. When the customers arrived, two of my friends started praising the quality of 

the mangoes. Hearing the praises of the mangoes, the customers started buying. We sold 

many mangoes today. Each mango was priced at R5. All of us were happy at the end of 

the day. 

 

Many, each, few, three, one, two, and all are numeral adjectives in the above given 

paragraphs.  
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Activity 23:  Numerical adjectives 
 
1.  Michelle came first in our class. 
2.  He is going to sell two cars. 
3.  There are a few bottles of wine in the fridge. 
4.  Several men came looking for you. 
5.  There are eight oranges in the bowl. 
6.  He has sold all the books. 
7.  Fifty people took part in the marathon. 
8.  Jane was the last to enter the bus. 
9.  Most people do not eat vegetables. 
10.  I bought five books for school. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE 
 

When a sentence is written, it can either be written in active voice or passive voice. 

Remember to keep the tense of the sentence and add “by” to the changed sentence. 

Active voice: describes a sentence where the subject performs the action stated by the 

verb. 

For example: Tom changed the flat tyre. 

 

Passive voice: describes a sentence where the subject is acted upon by the verb.  

For example: The tyre was changed by Tom. 
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Examples: 
• Harry ate six shrimp at dinner. (active + past tense) 

      six shrimp were eaten by Harry. (passive + past tense) 

 

• Beautiful giraffes roam the park. (active + present tense)) 

      The park is roamed by beautiful giraffes. (passive + present tense) 

 

Activity 24:  Active to Passive Voice 
 

CONVERT THE SENTENCES FROM ACTIVE VOICE TO PASSIVE VOICE. 
UNDERLINE THE TENSE IN THE SENTENCE. 
1. The crew paved the entire stretch of highway.  
2. The forest fire destroyed the whole suburb. 
3. Mom read the novel in one day. 
4. I will clean the house every Saturday. 
5. Tom painted the entire house. 
6. Susan will bake two dozen cupcakes. 
7. The science class viewed the comet. 
8. Alex posted the video on Facebook. 
9. The kangaroo carried the baby in her pouch. 
10. The director will give you instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



55 

  

GM 2018 

APOSTROPHE 
 
The apostrophe has 2 functions; they show contraction and possession. 
 
1. Contractions 
When two words are joined together, e.g. do and not, an apostrophe is used where the 

letter has been omitted.  
Example: 
do + not = don’t 
will + not = won’t 
 
2. Possession/ownership 
To indicate that something belongs to someone or something, an ’s or s’ is used to show 

possession. 

When the noun in question is singular, e.g. one boy, one girl or one man, use 's.  
Example:  
That bag belongs to one boy: It is the boy’s bag. 

 

When the noun in question is plural, e.g. two boys, five girls, many books, many tables, 

then only an apostrophe is added after the s’. 
WHY? 
Try saying these:  

                        boys... those are the boys’s bags 

                        books... those are the books’s covers 

                        tables... don’t touch the tables’s cutlery 

It doesn’t work! 
So instead, we just add an apostrophe after the first s. 

 

Unless... 
If the noun is a plural that does not end in “s”, e.g. mice, women, men, children, oxen, then 

use ’s to show ownership. 

The women’s bags were stolen. 
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Activity 25:  Apostrophe 
 

ADD AN APOSTROPHE TO SHOW CONTRACTION. 
1. could not 

2. cannot 

3. would not 

4. I will 

5. It is 

 

ADD AN APOSTROPHE TO SHOW POSSESSION. 
6. I have to drop off the food at my mothers house. 

7. When he hit the ball, the players bat split in half. 

8. Zoe admired her friends flower garden. 

9. The suns heat quickly warmed up the swimming pool. 

10. James bike needs to have its tyres inflated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKE NOTE: 
An apostrophe is not used for plurals! 
e.g.: boy’s = possessive; boys = plural 
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IDIOMS AND PROVERBS 
 

Idioms 
An idiom is a group of words used in a way 

that gives the group of words a new 

figurative meaning.  

It is used as an expression. 

Example: Over the moon 

 

Literally - this means above the moon. 

Figuratively - this means excited or 

extreme happiness 

 

 

Proverbs 
Proverbs are short sayings that are widely 

known and used frequently.  

They give advice on daily circumstances. 

These also have literal and figurative 

meanings. 

Example: The apple doesn’t fall far from the 

tree. 

 

Literally - fruit from a tree drops next to that 

tree. 

Figuratively - A child is very 

similar to their parents. 

 

 

READING AND VIEWING 
 

POETRY 
 

Activity 26:  Poetry 
 

READ THE POEM ON PG. 86, A GOOD PLAY, AND DISCUSS THE STRUCTURE OF 
THE POEM. USE THE SKIMMING AND SCANNING METHOD TO LOOK FOR THE KEY 
FEATURES IN THE POEM. NOTE THESE DOWN IN YOUR POETRY BOOK. 
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POETRY 

Poetry is one of the oldest art forms. 

*** 
A poem is an arrangement of words that conveys a particular meaning. 

*** 
The mood is the feeling that is created in the poem - if the content is humorous,  

the diction chosen will be light-hearted or funny. 

*** 
Some poets write poems for fun, and some want to say something important  

with their poems.  This is the message or the theme of the poem. 

*** 
Figures of speech are mental pictures created by the poet – there are various 

figures of speech. 

*** 
Typography refers to how poems are written on the page. 

*** 
    Anything unusual about how poems are written, is a deliberate choice by the poet,  

and you, as the reader, need to engage with what adds to the experience of  

reading the poem. 

IMAGERY 

Poems use words that appeal to our senses. 

*** 
This means that the words in a poem describe a particular image  

in a way that enables the reader to imagine  
seeing, hearing, smelling, touching or feeling it. 
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LITERAL AND FIGURATIVE MEANING 

The images that poems depict are not always literal  
(having a dictionary meaning). 

*** 
When a poem tells us, for example, that ‘the man is a mountain’,  

it does not mean that the man is really a mountain! 

*** 
This is a figurative expression, which could mean that:  

the man is as big as a mountain,  
as sturdy as a mountain,  
or as old as a mountain. 

*** 
Poems often contrast literal and figurative meanings to convey  

their messages to the reader. 

 

STRUCTURE 

Poems are usually much shorter and they consist of short lines that are  
grouped together.  These are called stanzas. 

*** 
Poets often use different lengths of lines and stanzas  

to help express their messages. 

*** 
Because poems are so short, every word and every punctuation mark is  

important and adds to the overall meaning of the poem. 

*** 
What the poet does with punctuation is very important.   

A poet can choose to use punctuation or to leave it out.   
This will have an effect on the rhythm and  

 perhaps the message of the poem. 
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RHYME SCHEME 

This is created by the last words of each line. 

*** 
The last word of the first line is labelled ‘a’. 

Last words of the lines that follow,  

and which rhyme with that word, are also called ‘a’. 

*** 
The next word that has a different sound is called ‘b’. 

Any subsequent last word that rhymes with that word  
is also called ‘b’, and so on. 

*** 
Some poems have no rhyme scheme, while some have a fixed pattern,  

e.g.  abab cdcd efef gg (generally in sonnets). 

*** 
Poems do not have to be punctuated at the end of each line - when they are  

not, this is called a run-on line or enjambment. 

*** 
Poems use a lot more figurative language than prose. 

*** 
Some poets use unusual diction (choice of words)  

to get their messages across.  
*** 

Poets do not have to write full sentences, or even punctuate in an ordinary way. 
It is important that, as the reader, you ask yourself why the poet has chosen 

 to use particular line lengths or stanzas. 
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Poems often make use of sound devices,  

such as rhythm and rhyme,  

in order to convey meaning. 

*** 
The poet might use words that sound alike  

to draw our attention to these words. 

*** 
Poets might also make use of a particular sound pattern for the same reason. 

*** 
There are many ways in which  

sound devices can contribute to the meaning of a poem. 

*** 
The reader will pause where the sense of the poem seems to indicate that a  

pause is needed. 

*** 
Figures of speech add colour and vigour to poetry. 

*** 
With the literal meanings of words, poetry also uses figurative language  

where a word or phrase is used with a meaning other than its literal meaning. 

*** 
Figurative language suggests more than the words themselves in order to  

achieve a special meaning or effect, e.g. similes and metaphors. 

*** 
A poet can also personify something by giving human qualities to an  

inanimate object, e.g. The boats danced in the waves. 

*  
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DEVICES

Other sound devices include: 

 

Alliteration 
 The repetition of consonant sounds, especially at the beginning of  

successive words.
 

Assonance 
 The repetition of vowel sounds. 

 
Onomatopoeia 

 The use of words that suggest the sound  
of the thing they represent. 

*** 
The mental pictures that figurative language creates can be called images. 

*** 
When you answer a question about the imagery in the poem, try to identify 
 which figure of speech has been used to create the images.  In this way  

you will be able to discuss the figurative meaning of images in the poem. 

*** 
Rhythm in poetry is the beat of the lines and stanzas. 

*** 
Rhyme is created by similar-sounding last words in the lines of a poem. 

*** 
Not all poems have rhyme or rhythm; it depends on what the poet wants to  

achieve with the poem. 
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TYPES OF POEMS 

Poetry can be divided into categories, known as genres. 

There are rules which cover the writing of each of these genres. 

Poems are called ballads, sonnets, lyrics, odes, epics, elegies, haikus,  
free verse, limericks, acrostic and cinquains. 

Each type of poem has a unique structure. 

 
 

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 
 

RECIPES 
 

READ THE RECIPE AND DISCUSS THE INSTRUCTIONS THAT ARE GIVEN IN THE 
RECIPE. ALSO LOOK AT THE COMMAND WORDS THAT ARE USED TO GIVE 
INSTRUCTIONS IN THE METHOD. 
 

SUNSHINE BURGERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients 
25g cornflakes 

225g beef mince 

small bunch basil leaf, ripped into small pieces 

1 large egg, beaten 

100g plain flour 

1 tbsp. vegetable oil 

6 each mini burger buns, lettuce leaves and tomato slices 

Tomato sauce to serve 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/tomato
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/tomato
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Method:  

1. Heat oven to 200 degrees Celsius. 

2. Crush the cornflakes by placing them in a freezer bag, then breaking with the  

      rolling pin. This is fun (but mind your fingers) and try not to bash them to dust, just to     

      rough flakes.  

3. Put in a bowl. 

4. Tip the mince into another bowl. 

5. Add the basil and a little ground pepper. For lean mince you may need to add 1 tbsp.  

      beaten egg to help it bind (stick together), then mix it well.  

6. Put some flour on a plate and some beaten egg on another plate. 

7. Take about a sixth of the mince mix and shape it into a small burger. Do this by    

      squashing it quite firmly in the palm of your hand. (Burger-shaping will transfer a skill  

      your child may have from playing with modelling clay to the kitchen as they create a    

      ball in their palm, then squash it into a flatter patty.) 

8. Roll the burger in the flour. Then roll it all over in a little egg. Then roll it quite liberally  

      in the crushed cornflakes.  

9. Place it on the oiled baking sheet and start the process again until you have used up  

      all the mix. Try to keep the sizes even so that the burgers cook in the same time. 

10. Lightly drip oil onto the top of each burger using a pastry brush and bake in the centre  

      of the oven for 15-20 mins until cooked through.  

11. Serve the burgers in the split buns with lettuce, tomato slices and some ketchup. 

Activity 27: Writing a Recipe 
 

WRITE A RECIPE OF YOUR OWN. FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE ABOVE. USE THE 
WRITING PROCESS. 
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LANGUAGE 
 

TRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

Transitive verbs are action verbs that have an object to receive that action.  

Here are some examples of transitive verbs: 

I baked some cookies.   

I rode the bicycle. 

I moved the chair. 

I stitched a quilt. 

 

All of the verbs in the above sentences are transitive because an object is receiving the 

action of the verb. 

But, what about the sentence: “The bird sang.” Is the verb in that sentence a transitive 

verb? No, in this case the verb sang is an intransitive verb. 

 

INTRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

Intransitive verbs are action verbs, but unlike transitive verbs, they do not have an 
object receiving the action. Notice, there are no words after the verb sang. 

More examples of intransitive verbs: 

I laughed. 

I cried. 

The book fell. 

The horse galloped. 

The sun set. 

 

In all of the above cases the subject is performing the action of the verb and nothing is 

receiving the action. 

 

 

THEME 4 

http://www.k12reader.com/action-verbs/
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What about this sentence? 

I walked to the park today. 

Is walked transitive or intransitive? Think about the rules. Since walked has words coming 

after it, the verb must be transitive, right? WRONG! The phrase to the park is a 

prepositional phrase and today is an adverb. There is no object receiving the action of the 

verb walked so the verb is intransitive. 

 

To recap, a transitive verb must be an action verb plus there must be an object to 
receive that action. 
 

Activity 28: Transitive and Intransitive Verbs 
 

UNDERLINE THE VERB IN EACH SENTENCE AND STATE WHETHER IT IS 
TRANSITIVE OR INTRANSITIVE. 
1. She was crying all day long  

2. We showed her the photo album.  

3. The doctor advised me to exercise regularly.  

4. It was raining at that time.  

5. She laughed at the joke.  

6. She gave a cookie to the child.  

7. They slept in the street.  

8. I ate the cherries.  

9. My father doesn't drink coffee.  

10. He always keeps his money in a wallet.  
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ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE 
 

Activity 29: Passive to Active voice 
 

WRITE THESE PASSIVE VOICE SENTENCES INTO ACTIVE VOICE. 
 
1. This book was written by an Irishman  

2. Football is played by the children  

3. She is being called by her mom to go home.  

4. Blue jeans were invented by Levi Strauss.  

5. Many computer games were bought by our regular client.  

 

LITERAL AND FIGURATIVE MEANING 
 

Activity 30: Literal and Figurative  
 

STATE WHETHER THE SENTENCE HAS A LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE MEANING. 
 
1. My sister and I fight like cats and dogs all of the time.  

2. The feet of my baby brother are chubby.  

3. Hans is funny. He always cracks me up with his jokes.  

4. Mom’s cooking always works like a charm on dad.  

5. Watson laughed like a hyena when I wore my mask.  

6. Mom gave me a tongue lashing when she found out I had broken the 
computer. 

 

7. I have a ton of paperwork to finish before the week ends.  

8. Yao Ming is so tall his head almost touched the ceiling.   
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DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH 
 

Activity 31: Direct and Indirect Speech  
 

REWRITE THE MADAM AND EVE CARTOON IN: 
a) Direct speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS 
 

Activity 32: Synonyms and Antonyms  
 

ADD PREFIXES TO THE FOLLOWING WORDS TO CHANGE THEM INTO ANTONYMS 
 

1.   convenient 2.   logical 3.   popular 

4.   considerate 5.   advantageous 6.   movable 

7.   loyal 8.   truthful 9.   mobile 

10. relevant 11. frequent 12. worthy 
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DRAMA REVIEWS 
 

Drama refers to all kinds of plays.  Plays are written to be acted on stage.  So, in other 

words, a play is a story which is acted out.  The word ‘drama’ comes from the Greek word, 

which means ‘action’. 

 

The ancient Greeks watched plays in open-air theatres more than 2000 years ago.  

Women were not allowed to act in those days, so men had to wear masks for different 

characters.  Today, these marks are the symbols of drama. 

 

The picture of the two masks shows a happy face and a sad face.  They represent two 

main kinds of drama that people watched then: comedy and tragedy.  Generally 

speaking, a comedy has a happy ending and a tragedy has a sad ending. 

 

Just as there are many different kinds of stories to read, there are many different kinds of 

plays to watch.   

Here are some examples: 

• Improvisation- actors get little or no time to prepare for the play. 

• Role Play- actors pretend to be a character and act out a scene. 

• Mime- only facial expression and body language are used in the performance. 

• Masked drama- the main props are masks and the actors use only their voices  
 for expression. 
• Puppet plays- puppets become the characters. 

• Performance poetry- actors act out the story from a poem. 
• Musical- actors use speaking and singing to tell a story. 
• Pantomime- a funny play for children that is usually performed at Christmas. 

 

Write a drama review about the play read in class.  

Word count: 80-90 words. Follow the writing process. 

WRITING 

Activity 33: Drama Review 
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